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Let them pronounce the fteep Tarpeian death ; 
Vagabond, exile : yet I wou’d not buy 
Their mercy at the price of one fair word. Shake/. Cor. 
A vagabond debtor may be cited in whatever place or ju- 
rifdiCtion he is found. Ayliffe's Parergon. 

1 . Wandering; vagrant. 

This common body. 

Like to a vagabond flag upon the ftream, 

Goes to, and back, lacquying the varying tide. Shake/. 

Their prayers by envious winds 
Blown vagabond or fruftrate. Milton. 

Va'cabond. n./. [from the adj.] 

1. A vagrant; a wanderer, commonly, in a fenfe of reproach. 

We call thofe people wanderers and vagabonds , that have 
no dwelling-place. Raleigh's Hijl. 0/ the World. 

Reduced, like Hannibal, to feck relief 
From court to court, and wander up and down 
A vagabond in Afric. Addi/on's Cato. 

2 . One that wanders illegally, without a fettled habitation. 

Vagabond is a perfon without a home. Watts. 

Vagary, n./. [from vagus, Latin.J A wild freak; a capri¬ 
cious frolick. 

They chang’d their minds. 

Flew off, and into ftrange vagaries fell, 

As they wou’d dance. Milton s Par. Lojl. b. vi. 1 . 613. 
Would your ion engage in fome frolic, or take a vagary, 
were it not better he fhould do it with, than without your 
knowledge l Locke on Education , § 97. 

Vaginope nnous. n./. [vagina and penna , Latin.] Sheath- 
winged ; having the wings covered with hard cafes. 

Vagous. adj. [vagus, Lat, vague, Fr.] Wandering; un¬ 
fettled. Not in ufc. 

Such as were born and begot of a Angle woman, thro’ a 
vagous lull, were called Sporii. Ayliffe. 

Va'gRanc v. n. / [from vagrant.] A ftate of wandering; 
unfettled condition. 

Va'grant. adj. Wandering; unfettled; vagabond; unfixed 
in place. 

Do not oppofe popular miftakes and furmifes, or vagrant 
and fictitious ftories. More's Divine Dialogues. 

Take good heed what men will think and fay; 

That beauteous Emma vagrant courfes took. 

Her father’s houfe, and civil life forfook. Prior. 

Her lips no living bard, I weet. 

May fay how red, how round, how fweet; 

Old Homer only could indite 
Their vagrant grace, and foft delight: 

They ftand recorded in his book, 

When Helen fmil’d, and Hebe fpoke. 

VA'GRANT. a./. [ vagant , Fr.] A fturdy beggar; 
dcrer; vagabond ; man unfettled in habitation. In an ill fenfe. 

Vagrants and outlaws fhall offend thy view. 

Train’d to affault, and difeiplin’d to kill. Prior. 

You’ll not the progrefs of your atoms ftay, 

Nor to collect the vagrants find a way. Black/nore. 

To relieve the helplefs poor; to make fturdy vagrants re¬ 
lieve themfclves; to hinder idle hands from being mifchic- 
vous, are things of evident ufe. F. Atterbury. 

Ye vagrants of the Iky, 

To right or left, unheeded, take your way. Pope. 

Vague, adj. [vague, Fr. vagus, Latin.] 

1. Wandering; vagrant; vagabond. 

Gray encouraged his men to fet upon the vague villains, 
good neither to live peaceably, nor to fight. Hayivard. 

2. Unfixed; unfettled ; undetermined ; indefinite. 

The perception of being, or not being, belongs no more 
to thefc vague ideas, fignified by the terms, whatloever and 
thing, than it docs to any other ideas. Locke. 

Vai v?n./. [voile, French. This word is now frequently 
written veil, from velum, Latin; and the verb veil, 110m the 
verb velo ; but the old orthography commonly derived it, I 
believe rightly, from the French.] 

1. A curtain ; a cover thrown over any thing to be concealed. 

While they luppofed to lie hid in their fecret fins, they 
were fcattered under a dark vail of forgetfulnefs. IVi/dom. 

2. A part of female drefs, by which the face and part of the 
Ihape is concealed. 

3. Money given to fervants. 

See Vale. 

To Vail. v.a. To cover. See Veil. 

To Vail. v. a. [avaller le bonet, french.] 

1. To let fall; to fuffer to defcend. 

They ftifly refufed to vail their bonnets, which is reckoned 
intollerable contempt by feafarers. Cornu. 

The virgin ’gan her beavoir vale. 

And thank’d him Hrft, and thus began her tale. Fair/ax. 

2 . To let fall in token of refpeCt. 

Certain of the Turks gallies, which would not vail their 
top-fails, the V enetians fiercely aflailed. Knollts's Hijl. 

They had not the ceremony of veiling the bonnet in lalu- 
tations; for, in medals, they ftill have it on their heads. Add. 


Prior. 

wan- 


It is commonly ufed in the plural. 
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3. To fall; to let fink in fear, or for any other interefl 
That furious Scot, 

'Gan vail his ftomach, and did grace the flume 
Of thofe that turn’d their backs. c l , r 

To Vail. v n. To yield; to give place; to fhew refpfabv 
yielding. In this fenfe, the modern writers have ienorartf 
written veil. ° u v 

Thy convenience muft veil to thy neighbour’s neceflitv. 
and thy very neceflities muft yield'to thy neighbour' ’ 
tremity. 

VAIN. adj. [vain, Fr. vastus, Latin.] 

1. Fruitlefs; ineffectual. 

Let no man fpeak again 
To alter this; for counfcl is but vain. 

Vain is the force of man. 

To crufli the pillars which the pile fuftain. 

2 . Empty; unreal; fliadowy. 

Before the paffage horrid Hydra ftands, 

Gorgons, Geryon with his triple frame. 

And vain chimera, vomits empty flame. 

Unmov’d his eyes, and wet his beard appears; 

And fhedding vain, but feeming real tears. Drydcn 

3. Meanly proud; proud of petty things. 

No folly like vain glory; nor any thing more ridiculous 
than for a vain man to be ftill boafting of himfelf. L'Ejlran. 


s ex- 
Soutb, 


Shake/peare. 

Dryden. 

Dryden s Mn. 


Drydcn. 

Drydcn. 
than pride. 


He wav’d a torch aloft, and, madly vain. 

Sought godlike worlhip from a fervile train. 

The minftrcls play’d on ev’ry fide. 

Vain of their art, and for the maftery vy’d. 

To be vain is rather a mark of humility 
Vain men delight in telling what honours have been done 
them, what great company they have kept, and the like; 
by which they plainly confefs, that thefe honours were more 
than their due, and l'uch as their friends would not believe, 
if they had not been told : whereas a man truly proud, thinks 
the honours below his merit, and fcorns to boaft. Swift. 

Ah friend ! to dazzle let the vain defign ; 

To raife the thought, and touch the heart, be thine. Pope. 

View this marble, and be vain no more. Pope. 

4. Shewy; oftentatious. 

Load fome vain church with old theatrick ftate. Pope. 

5. Idle ; worthlefs ; unimportant. 

Both all things vain, and all who in vain things 
Built their fond hopes of glory, or lafting fame. 

Or happinefs. Milton's Paradi/e Loft, 

He heard a grave philofopher maintain. 

That all the actions of our life were vain, 

Which with our fenfe of pleafure not confpir’d. Denham. 

To your vain anfwer will you have recourfe, 

And tell ’tis ingenite aCtive force. Blackmore. 

6. Falfc ; not true. 

7. In V ain. To no purpofe; to no end ; ineffectually; with¬ 
out effeCt. 

He tempts in vain. Milton. 

Providence and nature never did any thing in vain. L’Ejlr. 

Strong Halys ftands in vain ; weak Phlegys flies. Dryd. 
The philofophers of old did in vain enquire whether Jum- 
mum bonum conlifted in riches, bodily delights, virtue, or 
contemplation. Lode. 

If we hope for what we are not likely to poflefs, we act 
and think in vain, and make life a greater dream and flvadow 
than it really is. Addi/ons Spectator. 

If from this difeourfe one honeft man fhall receive latb- 
faCtion, I fhall think that I have not written nor lived r« 
vain. Weft on the R^neSm . 

Vainclo'rious. adj. [vanus and gloriofus , Latin.] noaitin 0 

without performances; proud in difproportion to defert. 

Vain-glorious man, when flutt’ring wind does blow. 

In his light wings is lifted up to Iky. Fairy £mten. 

Strength to glory afpires 
Vain-glorious, and through infamy fecks fame. 

This his arrogant and vain-glorious expretlion witneflet . a e. 

Vaingi.o'r v. n.J. [vanagloria, Latin.] Pride above merit, 
empty pride ; pride in little things. 

He had nothing of vain-glory, but yet kept ftate an 
jefty to the height; being fenfible, that majefty nw_' et 
people bow, but vain glory boweth to them. Bacon s en. 

Expofe every blaft of vain-glory, every idle thought, to 
chaftened by the rod of fpiritual difciplinc. ■ 

This extraordinary perfon, out of his natural awe 
vain-glo’y, wrote feveral pieces, which he did not a 
honour of. 

A monarch’s fword, when mad vain-glory draws. 

Not Waller’s wreath can hide the nation s fear. t 

Vai'nly. adv. [from vain .] 

1. Without effeCt; to no purpofe ; in vain. 

Our cannons malice vainly Ihall be (pent Shakcfp- 
Againft th’ invulnerable clouds of heav n. 

In weak complaints you vainly wafte your r » . 

They are not tears that can revenge his death. Up* 

2 . Proudly ; arrogantly. .. 

My forepaft proofs, howe’er the matter fall, ^ 
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^hall tax mv tears of little vanity, 

Having vainly fear’d too little. . Shake/peare. 

Humiitty teaches us to think neither vainly nor v auntingJy 
0 f ourfelves. c ny ‘ 

■>' lJl; Nor °vrinly hope to be invulnerable. _ jWI/Aw. 

If Lentulus be ambitious, he fhall be vainly credulous; 
prefuming his advancement to be decreed 

[from vai.-] The ftate of being vain. Pride; 

falfhood; emptinefs. 

I hate ingratitude more in a man, 

Than lying, vainnefs, babbling. Shake/peare. 

Va'ivode. »./. [vuaiwod, a governor, Sclavoman.] A prince 
of the Dacian provinces. 

VVLANCE. n. /. [from Valencia, whence the ufe of them 
came. Skinner.] The fringes or drapery hanging round the 

tefter and ftead of a bed. 

My houfe 

Is richly furnifhed with plate and golJ ; 

Valance of Venice, gold in needlework. Shak/peare. 

Thruft the 'ikdance of the bed, that it may be full 

fight. 


in 


Swi/t. 


Spen/er. 

Hen. VIII. 


Milton. 


To Vala'nce. v. a. [from the noun.] L o decorate with dia- 
ncry. Not in ufe. 

Old friend, thy face is valanc'd fince 
I faw thee laft ; corn’ll thou to beard me. Shake/. 

Vale. n./. [val, Fr. vallis , Latin.] 

1. A low ground ; a valley; a place between two hills. Kale 
is a poetical word. 

In Ida vale: who knows not Ida vale ? 

An hundred fhepherds woned. 

Met in the vale of Ardc. Shake/p 

Anchifes, in a flow’ry vale. 

Review’d his mufter’d race, and took the tale. Dryden. 

2. [From avail, profit; or vale, farewell. Il from avail, it muft 
be written vail, as Dryden writes. If from vale, which I 
think is right, it muft be vale.] Moncj' given to fervants. 

Since our knights and fenators account 
To what their fordid, begging vails amount; 

Judge what a wretched fliare the poor attends, 

Whofe whole fubfiftence on thofe alms depends. Dryden. 
His revenue, befides vales, amounted to thirty pounds. Suii/t. 
Valediction, n. / [valedico , Lat.] A farewel. AinjW. 

A valediftion forbidding to weep. Donne. 

Valedi'ctory. adj. [from valedico , Lat.] Bidding farewel. 
Va'lentine. n./. A fweetheart, chofen on Valentine’s day. 
Now all nature feem’d in love, 

And birds had drawn their valentines. Wotton. 

Vale'rian. n. / [yalcriana, Lat. valerian, Fr.] A plant. 
The leaves grow by pairs oppofite upon the ftalks; the 
flower confifts of one leaf, divided into five fegments ; thefe 
are fucceeded by oblong flat feeds. Miller. 

VALET, n. /. [valet, French.] A waiting fervant. 

Giving caft-dothes to be worn by valets, has a very 
ill effect upon little minds. Addi/on. 

Valetudinarian, ladj. [valctudinaire, Fr. valetudo, Lat.] 
Valetu'dinary. ; Weakly; fickly; infirm of health. 
Phyfic, by purging noxious humours, prevents ficknefs in 
the healthy, or rccourlc thereof in the valetudinary. Browne. 

Shifting from the warmer vallies, to the colder hills, or 
from the hills to the vales, is a great benefit to the valetudi¬ 
narian, feeble part of mankind. Dcrham. 

Cold of winter, by flopping the pores of perfpiration, 
keeps the warmth more within ; whereby there is a greater 
quantity of fpirits generated in healthful animals, for the cafe 
is quite otherwife in valetudinary ones. Cheyne’s Phil. Prin. 

Valetudinarians muft live where they can command and 
fcold. Szui/t. 

Valiance. n./ [from valiant ; vaillance, Fr.] Valour; per- 
fonal puifl’ance ; ficrcencls ; bravery. 

With ftift" force he (hook his mortal lance. 

To let him weet his doughty valiance. Spen/er. 

VALIANT, adj. [vaillant, French.] Stout; perfonally puif- 
fent; brave. 

Only be thou valiant for me, and fight the Lord’s bat¬ 
tles. i Sam. xviii. 17. 

A fon of Jefle, a mighty valiant man. 1 Sam. xvi. id. 
Va'mantly. adv. [from valiant.] Stoutly; with perfonai 
flrength ; with perfonai bravery. 

Farewel, kind lord; fight valiantly to-day : 

Thou art fram’d of the firm truth of valour. Shake/. 

It was the duty of a good loldier valiantly to withftand his 
enemies, and not to be troubled with any evil hap. Knollcs. 
Va'liantness. n./. [from valiant.] Valour; perfonai bra¬ 
very ; puiftancc; fiercencfs; ftoutnefs. 

Thy vfllianfne/s was mine ; thou fuck’dft it from me. Sh. 
Achimetes having won the top of the walls, by the valiant- 
ne/s of the defendants was forced to retire. Knollcs. 

( Shew not thy valiantne/s in wine. Ecclus, xxxi. 25. 

VALID, adj. [valide, Fr. validus, Latin.] 

!• Strong; powerful; efficacious; prevalent. 


Ra/eighi 

Woodward. 

Milton. 


VAL 

Perhaps more valid arms; 

Weapons more violent, when next wc meet. 

May ferve to better us, and worfe our foes. 

2 . Having force; prevalent; weighty ; conclusive. 

A difference in their fentiments as to particular queftions, 
is no valid argument againft the general truth believed by 
them, but rather a clearer and more lolid proof of it. Stephens. 
Vali'dITY. n./. [valid:te. Fr. from valid.] 

1. Force to convince ; certainty. 

You are perfuaded of the validity of that famous verfe, 

’Tis expectation makes a bleffing dear. Pope. 

2 . Value. A fenfe not uled. 

To thee and thine, 

Remain this ample third of our fair kingdom ; 

No lefs in fpace, validity, and pleafure, 

Than that conferr’d on Gonerill. Shake/peare. 

Va'llancy. n. j'. [from valance.] A large wig that lliades the 
face. 

But you, loud Sirs, who through your curls look big, 
Criticks in plume and white valiancy wig. Dryden. 

Va'lley. n. /. [vallee, Fr. vallis, Latin.] A low ground ; a 
hollow between bills. 

Live with me, and be my love. 

And we will all the pleafure prove, 

That hills and vallies yield. 

Tallies are the intervals betwixt mountains* 

Sweet interchange of hill and valley. 

Valorous, adj. [from valour.] Brave; ftout; valiant. 

The famous warriors of the antique world 
Us’d trophies to erect in ftately wife. 

In which they would the records have enroll’d, 

Of their great deeds and valorous emprife. Spen/er. 
Captain Jamy is a marvellous valorous gentleman. Shale/. 
VA'LOUR* 71. /. [valeur, Fr. valor, Latin* Am/.] Perlbnal 
bravery ; ftrength ; prowels ; puiflance ; ftoutnels. 

That I may pour the fpirits in thine ear. 

And chaftile; with the valour of nay tongue. 

All that impedes thee. Shake/peare's Macbeth. 

Here I conteft 

As hotly and as nobly with thy love, 

As ever in ambitious ftrength I did 

Contend againft thy valour. Shake/peare's Conolanus. 

When valour preys on reafon. 

It eats the fword it fights with. Shake/p. Ant. and Cleo. 
An innate valour appeared in him, when he put himfelf 
upon the foldiers defence, as he received the mortal ftab. Ho wel. 
For contemplation he, and valour form’d ; 

For foftnefs fhe, and fweet attractive grace. Milton. 

Such were thefe giants; men of high renown ! 

For, in thofe days, might only Ihall be admir’d, , 

And valour, and heroic virtue, call’d. Milton. 

Valour gives awe, and promifes protection to thofe who 
want heart or ltrcngth to defend themfelves. This makes 
the authority of men among women; and that of a mafter- 
buck in a numerous herd. Te/nple’s Mi/cel. 

Va'luable. adj. [valable, Fr. from value.] 

1. Precious; being of great price. 

2. Worthy; delerving regard. 

A juft account of that valuable perfon, whofe remains lie 
before us. F. Atterbury's Sertm 

The value of feveral circumftances in ftory, lefl’ens very 
much by diftance of time ; though fome minute circumftances 
are very valuable. SwiJ't’s Thoughts * 

Valua tion, n./. [from value.] 

1. Value fet upon any thing. 

No reafon I, fince of your lives you fet 
So flight a valuation, Ihould referve 

My crack’d one to more care. Shake/p. Cymbeline. 

l ake out of men’s minds falfe valuations, and it would 
leave the minds of a number of men, poor flirunken 
things. Bacon * 

The writers expreffed not the valuation of the denarius, 
without regard to its prefent valuation. Arbuthnot on Coins. 

2 . The aCt of fettmg a value; apprailement. 

Humility in man confifts not in denying any gift that is in 
him, but in a juft valuation of it, rather thinking too 
meanly than too highly. Ray on the Creation. 

Valua'tor. n. /. [from value.] An appraifer; one who fets 
upon any thing its price. 

What valuators wiil the bifhops make ufe of? Swi/t. 

VA LUE, n. /. [value, Fr. valor, Lat.J 
1. Price; worth. 

Ye are phyficians of no value. 'Job xiii. 


High rare. 

Csefar is well acquainted with your virtues. 

And therefore fets this value on your life : 

Let him but know the price of Cato’s friendlhip. 

And name your terms. Addi/on's Cato. 

Rate ; price equal to the worth of the thing bought. 

He lent him money; it was with this obliging teftimony, 
that his delign was not to pay him the value of his pictures, 
becattfe thev were above any price. Dryden. 
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